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MINERALS RESOURCE RENT TAX 
Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [5.06 pm]: I am recalling 
where I was before we broke for afternoon tea, which may very well be an institution that hopefully will change 
once Hon Norman Moore moves into retirement and we can perhaps modernise the way this chamber operates. I 
was going through some of the reasons why on this occasion we would not be offering that highly desired 
bipartisan support that Hon Nick Goiran was seeking. I should put on the public record the comments of the 
Leader of the Opposition, Mark McGowan, that he would support the minerals resource rent tax as long as 
Western Australia got its fair share. I think that is what most people would want to see happen. During the break, 
Hon Ed Dermer, my good friend and our soon to be departed Whip, agreed with that comment quite strongly. In 
fact, it was Hon Ed Dermer who said that I should listen very carefully to the comments of members on the 
government benches before I rose to my feet. That was very sage advice. I have always taken his good advice. 
He has been a friend of mine since I was 17 years old. His advice has always been valuable to me and I will miss 
it dearly after next Tuesday. I hope that we have an opportunity to hear him make his final formal speech in this 
house tomorrow. He gave me good advice.  

We are talking about a tax on super profits. I think the tax is 22.25 per cent. I do not understand why the Liberal 
government of this state would not want to get the best return out of this type of tax that it possibly could for 
people in this state so that money could flow back into much-needed facilities and resources for our community. 
We have already seen this government backtracking on a range of commitments. A lot of things are needed in 
this state, be it additional housing, improvements to schools, upgrades to hospitals, more police stations or more 
police. We need a better public transport system, more trains and buses. We can go on and on. 

Hon Sally Talbot: And they have no idea how to pay for it. 

Hon KATE DOUST: Yes, the government has no idea how to pay for it. Rather than Hon Nick Goiran’s call for 
the Gillard government to scrap the tax, the government should be a lot smarter and talk about how we can 
possibly get a better return for the people of Western Australia out of this tax. The election coming up 
in September will be a big challenge for the federal government. If there is a change in government, it will be 
interesting to see whether this Liberal state government can be successful in exerting pressure on the Abbott 
federal government. It would be really interesting to see on the Tuesday after the federal election whether there 
is a change of government —  

A government member: Are you conceding defeat? 

Hon KATE DOUST: I am not a federal member; I am a state member. I am just looking into the future. I am 
not creating the smoke and mirrors stuff the member’s leader creates; I am not talking about a distraction, which 
we could say this type of motion is because it is taking away from the real business of this house, which the 
government does not have a lot of. 

Several members interjected.  
Hon KATE DOUST: This motion is also allowing them to avoid discussing issues of importance to people in 
the state.  
It will be really interesting to see whether Hon Nick Goiran moves another motion in this chamber calling on the 
Abbott Liberal government to scrap the tax if, indeed, there is a federal Abbott Liberal government.  
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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